
MEMOR.IES OF ROLAND PAllRI SH BY HERMINE DAVIDSON 
.. -

Hi s relationship and he~p to the. Pr a irie Society of Madison 

The decision to begin a sec ond Unitarian Society took pl a ce a t 
Spring Pari s h meeting in 1967. At that time Roland was pres ident 
of the First Unitarian Society and Her mine was vice-president . 
Planning proceeded with the view of anot her Sunday s chool and t he 
adult s doing t he i r own se rvices --Avis and Ro land, the Burns , Bitz6S, 
and Benita Byrd moved ahe ad. A pl a ce to meet \"las found , and by t he 
time t he f irs t Sunday of t hat fall of 1967 arrived Charlie and I 
were part, Charle s upstairs, me downstairs with the children--a 
r ole which was not new t o me . 

Pr a irie Society i s 10 yea r s old now and during those year s Roland 
served as president of the Board, as t r easurer for several yea r s , 
Hou s i ng and Pro perty chairman fo r s everal more year s and took ' his 
turn a t teaching Sunday Schoo l . 

Last fall in a Sunday progr am planned by Dave and Ba r bar a Carson 
we l earned of and considered the life and teachings of St. Franc i s. 
Since this was a s ervice pl anned to i nclude t he Pr a irie children, 
we went a s a group to Vilas Park . Leading all of us on t h i s bright 
and beautif ul September day , dressed i n an i mprovised cossa ck , bare
fo oted, was Roland . His en j oyment of such a t he atrical r ole was 
evident andthe children were infected by hi s enthus i asm and ins tem 
of s ca ttering to the far reache s of Vilas Par k were by his partic~ 
pat ion able to t a ke part, too . 

He was a folk dancer, a square dancer--all the s ame we r emember hm 
her e i n this r oom, on We s t Lawn Ave ., u p a t the Pr a irie Site , a t 
Car son ' s far m, out a t J ane Far wells--performing a \I gr and right and 
left" with a k i nd of a I1 s triding the Ridge" s t yle--a lways s miling . 
He t ook part with great en joyment, s i mply, who le hea r tedly , direc~ , 
without preten s e, wit h all who joined hi s circle . He made me feel 
i ncluded , as I' m sure all of us felt i ncluded i n h i s Circle, i n 
h i s dance--of life . 


